Correlation of DNA flow cytometry and hormone receptors with axillary lymph node status in patients with carcinoma of the breast.
Axillary lymph node dissection (ALND) remains a standard staging procedure for patients with primary carcinoma of the breast. In a retrospective review of 63 patients with primary breast cancer who underwent ALND, statistical analysis showed that only tumor size was correlated with axillary lymph node involvement. Neither hormone receptor status, ploidy, nor percent S-phase contributed more to prediction of nodal size. Statistical analysis also indicated a significant correlation between receptor-negative status and the presence of positive axillary lymph nodes.